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among those which were attacked. All their
treasures, including an immense collection of
photographs of friends and relations and souvenirs
of their happy childhood, were burnt. Many
valuable effects of all kinds were sent to London
immediately after the fire. The costly stretches
of tapestry presented to the Prince of Wales by
the late King of Spain were dispatched to be
dried and cleaned. Much of the furniture was
taken away to be repolished. The carpets in the
drawing-room which were soaked with water from
the fire-engines, and injured by smuts which fell
from the fire overhead, were removed and replaced
by others. Altogether a thousand men were hard
at work for six days removing all traces of the
catastrophe, and they finished the work so quickly
that visitors were received in less than a fortnight.
Sandringham was particularly gay every 9th
of November, when the King and Queen Alex-
andra's most intimate friends assembled to wish
the former fe many happy returns." After dinner
came S'~* Hedworth Williamson's amusing songs,
which rivalled those of the best comic vocalists of
"the halls." The most assiduous of hosts was
not above escorting some of his guests to their
rooms, stirring up the fires, and assuring himself
that everything was in order! The King and his
friends smoked in the conservatory after dinner,
and here the story-tellers held forth. The Maxquis
de Soveral was fertile in anecdotes, and was not
eclipsed even by " Billy" Russell, whose death
was perhaps more sincerely mourned by the King